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Impacts of Ice Still Felt on Lakes in May

CLEVELAND — Iron ore shipments on the Great Lakes totaled 6.4 million tons in May, a virtual
repeat of a year ago. The total would have been about 600,000 tons more, but three 1,000-foot-
long U.S.-flag lakers were out of service for a combined 65 days in May to repair damage suffered
in the heavy ice that covered the Lakes in March and April.

Shipments from U.S. ports total 5.8 million tons, again virtually unchanged from a year ago.
Loadings at Canadian terminals in the St. Lawrence Seaway increased marginally to 588,000 tons.

Rising water levels did allow for bigger loads than a year ago, but dredging remains very much
needed. The largest iron ore cargo to move in May totaled 67,293 tons, an increase of 2,800 tons
compared to a year ago. However, in May of 1997, a time when water levels were approaching
near record highs and allowing vessels to load to almost their full draft, the top ore cargo totaled
69,961 tons, and before the season was out, some loads would top 72,000 tons.

Year-to-date the Lakes ore trade stands at 12.7 million tons, a decrease of 26 percent compared
to a year ago. The decrease reflects the brutal ice conditions that prevailed well into April. It was
not until May 2 that the U.S. Coast Guard allowed vessels to transit Lake Superior unescorted.

Lake Carriers’ Association represents 17 American companies that operate 57 U.S.-flag vessels
on the Great Lakes and carry the raw materials that drive the nation’s economy: iron ore and
fluxstone for the steel industry, aggregate and cement for the construction industry, coal for power
generation, as well as salt, sand and grain. Collectively, these vessels can transport more than
115 million tons of cargo per year. More information is available at www.lcaships.com. Contact:
Glen G. Nekvasil, Vice President (440-333-9996).

HHH

’

Information based on data from knowledgeable sources. However, accuracy cannot be guaranteed. Lake Carriers
Association assumes no legal responsibility for the outcome of decisions or commitments made on the basis of this
information. This report represents the views of Lake Carriers’ Association and may not necessarily represent the
views of its individual members.
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The Association Representing Operators of U.S.-Flag Vessels on the Great Lakes
AMERICAN STEAMSHIP COMPANY *+ ANDRIE INC. * ARMSTRONG STEAMSHIP COMPANY * BELL STEAMSHIP COMPANY ¢ CENTRAL MARINE LOGISTICS, INC.
GRAND RIVER NAVIGATION COMPANY, INC. * GREAT LAKES FLEET/KEY LAKES, INC. * INLAND LAKES MANAGEMENT, INC. * THE INTERLAKE STEAMSHIP COMPANY
LAKE MICHIGAN CARFERRY SERVICE, INC. * LAKES SHIPPING COMPANY, INC. * PERE MARQUETTE SHIPPING COMPANY ¢ PORT CITY MARINE SERVICES
PORT CITY STEAMSHIP SERVICES * SO0 MARINE SUPPLY, INC. *+ UPPER LAKES TOWING COMPANY, INC. + VANENKEVORT TUG & BARGE, INC.
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